
A r e  Y o u  S l e e p i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  

D r e a m  o f  O w n i n g  Y o u r  O w n  H o m e ?  
Does the thought of calling a realtor to look at a 

house make you feel uncomfortable?  Do you think 

that you can’t afford to buy a home?  Do you believe 

that your credit is so bad that you wouldn’t qualify for 

a loan? I am here to encourage you to give it a try.  

You might be surprised.  The worse thing that can 

happen is that you could be denied, but  if so, you 

would learn what to do to be approved.  I answered 

yes to all the questions above, took a leap of faith, applied for Down Payment Assistance, 

was approved for a loan, and  bought my first home.  I learned that being considered    

―low-income‖ has its advantages.  For instance, a single tribal member making $35,950 or 

less is income eligible to apply for YIHA’s Down-Payment Assistance Program.   

For example, let’s say you find a home listed for $100,000.  YIHA would pay 20% down 

($20,000), plus pay up to $5,000 for closing costs.  This would make 

the homebuyer’s mortgage payment approximately $390/mo (with a 

30 year loan).  In addition to that amount, a homeowner must pay 

property taxes and insurance which when compounded with the  

mortgage payment totals about $700/month.  I would wager that most 

people in the area are throwing away far more than that per month in 

rent and only because of the belief that they can’t afford to buy.  

Maybe in the real world they can’t, but the huge advantage within our 

service area is: 1. being a tribal member 2. being ―low income‖ and  

3. being eligible for Down Payment Assistance.  If you have had bad credit in the past,  

I learned that 184 loan lenders are more inter-

ested in seeing financial  stability within the last 

two years.  Prior to buying my home, I began 

―virtual home shopping‖ online at www.realtor.com 

and educated myself on all the property listings in 

Del Norte and Humboldt counties.  The website  

shows the location,     photos, property details and 

will calculate the down payment amount needed 

as well as the anticipated mortgage payment (less 

taxes/insurance).  This is a great tool to begin your 

home buying journey.  It allows you to learn about 

property listings & costs while  building your confi-

dence to take the next step.  Although buying a 

home can be stressful, it is well worth the effort 

and the investment. H a p p y  H o m e  H u n t i n g !    
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Policy 

(that governs tribal members 

participation in each respective 

program) 

Rental 

Program 

Mutual Help 

Program 

(Rent to Own) 

Down payment 

Program 

Rehabilitation, 

Replacement, 

Weatherization, 

Self-Help, and 

Elder Emergency 

Pet Yes Yes No No 

Annual Inspections Yes Yes No No 

Rules & Regulations Yes Yes No No 

Back Ground Yes Yes No No 

Annual Recertification Yes Yes No No 

Occupancy Yes Yes No No 

Rental Admission Yes No No No 

Home Buyer Admission No Yes No No 

The reason for this article is to inform YIHA clients that 

each of our programs have different policies that    

govern the Tribal Members participation in them. It is 

important to know that the policies of Mutual Help 

and Low Rent, even though they are separate          

programs, work in the same fashion. If you don’t agree 

with the policies that Mutual Help or Low Rent contain 

you have the option of choosing another program that 

might suit your needs. For instance, if having a pet is 

important to you, the Down Payment Program would 

be the best option and you are not required to have 

an annual inspection either. How about, if you want to 

remodel your home and you need the assistance right 

away? You could apply for Self Help; this program 

would help you with buying the materials needed to 

remodel that old bathroom or broken porch. There are 

so many different programs to choose from that   

hopefully one will match your needs.  Please call or 

drop by the office for more program or policy           

information.  

How to Keep Your Yard Clean 
The first thing to remember when it comes 

to keeping your yard tidy is to put away your 

outdoor items. While your kids may make an 

epic mess of their toys every single day, 

take three minutes to clean up at the end of 

the day. Or, better yet, get them into the 

habit of putting away their toys before they 

sit down at the dinner table. This goes for 

grown up toys as well. Do not get into the 

habit of letting fishing gear, automotive 

parts, bikes and old shoes litter your      

backyard. Clean it up, throw it out and keep your yard    

looking good every single day. 

Another thing to do when it comes to keeping 

your yard tidy is regular maintenance and 

yard work. This includes mowing at least once 

a month, weed whacking, gardening and   

doing regular spot checks of the area. Yes, 

this sounds dreadful but if you do one big 

cleanup once a year and then regular      

maintenance every month, it won't be so bad. 

In fact, you can probably get everything done 

in a couple of hours, especially if you are 

working as a team. While one of you mows, 

the other can work in the garden pulling out 

weeds. While one of you weed-whacks, the other can 

rake any leaves that have fallen during autumn. 

Experience is a wonderful thing.  It allows you to recognize a mistake when you make it again 
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Junk is something youôve kept for years and throw away three weeks before you need it 

Never be afraid to try something new.  Remember that a lone amateur built the Ark and a large 
group of professionals built the Titanic 

E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R S  C O R N E R  -  B Y  J U D I T H  M A R A S C O  

V O L U M E  3 ,  I S S U E  9  

This delicious cake makes a delightful special 
breakfast muffin, snack, or dessert.   

Ingredients: 
4 cups fresh apples, peeled and diced (not too 
fine) 
2 c. sugar 
1/2 c. oil 
1 c. chopped walnuts 
2 eggs, beaten  
2 tsp vanilla 
2 c. sifted flour 
2 tsp each: baking soda & cinnamon 
1 tsp salt 
Powdered sugar 

Instructions:  In a large bowl mix the sugar and 
the apples.  Add oil, eggs, vanilla and mix well.  
Combine in a separate bowl: baking soda, salt, 
cinnamon and flour.  Mix thoroughly and add to 

the apple 
mixture.  
Add the 
chopped 
nuts.  Pour 
into a well 
greased 
bundt or 
springform 
pan.  Bake 
at 325* for 
one hour or until a toothpick inserted in the center 
comes out clean.  Cool completely, sprinkle with 
powdered sugar and enjoy.  Use a very sharp 
knife to cut or the cake will crumble.  If you make 
muffins, donôt use paper liners, but pour batter 
into well greased muffin tins and bake 20 minutes 
or until done.  Enjoy!  

PUBLIC NOTICE  
OF INTENT TO FILE AN APPLICATION TO USDA  

UNDER THE RURAL UTILITES SERVICE (RUS) WATER 

AND WASTE DISPOSAL LOAN/GRANT PROGRAM 

  

NOTICE is hereby provided that the Yurok Indian   

Housing Authority (YIHA) in Klamath, CA. intends to file 

an application for Federal Assistance to the Rural   

Utilities Service (RUS) Water and Waste Disposal 

Loan/Grant Program administered by USDA/Rural  

Development, 777 Sonoma Avenue E Street Annex, 

Santa Rosa, CA. 95404, telephone 707.526.6797. 

  

The purpose of the application is to repair and replace 

the waste and water systems at the Trinity River     

Elders Village, previously called the ―Trinity River 

Trailer Park‖, located at mile marker 10-03 Highway 

96 in Hoopa of Humboldt County, California 

95546.  Humboldt County Assessor Parcel Number 

525-291-011 and 525-291-012 

  

Information about the program is available at the YIHA 

Office located at 15540 US HWY 101 North in 

Klamath, CA.  95548. 

 

 DEADLINE 

Questions and comments should be directed to the 

YIHA Board on December  6, 2011 at 10am or may be 

submitted to the YIHA Office in writing no later than 

November 23, 2011.   
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Reports To: Fiscal Director 

Work Site: Klamath, California 

FLSA Status: Full-Time,  

Permanent: Exempt 

Wage Range: Accountant I - Step 12 on YIHA Salary 

Scale $15.89 to $22.66.  Accountant II - Step 13 on 

YIHA Salary Scale $17.07 to $24.34.  Accountant III - 

Step 14 on YIHA Salary Scale $18.34 to $26.15 

Benefits: Health and Dental Insurance paid  

for employee, 401K 

POSITION SUMMARY; 

Under the general direction of Fiscal  Director.  Incum-

bent will coordinate and perform professional and 

technical responsibilities related to the Housing       

Authority’s financial operations; assist in maintaining 

control over fiscal information system by monitoring 

and analyzing financial records, recommending      

accounting procedures and controls, preparing and 

interpreting monthly, quarterly, annual grant reports 

and assuring that the Housing Authority is complying 

with Tribal, State and Federal policies, procedures and 

regulations, as well as Generally Accepted Accounting 

Principles (GAAP) and Government Accounting       

Standards Board (GASB) pronouncements.  Review 

work of Bookkeepers and provide training and       

technical assistance to Bookkeepers and Fiscal      

Support Staff.   

Lifeôs highway has just as many on ramps as it does off ramps. 

―I think all tribal members should be treated the 

same‖, a comment made by a client I recently spoke 

with in regards to a housing matter. YIHA operates 

several programs as you will see in the Program     

Operations article in this newsletter, each program is 

governed by a policy that is specific to that program. It 

is the job of the YIHA staff to ensure compliance with 

those policies, and it is the job of the Board of       

Commissioners to review, updated when appropriate 

and clarify those policies when questioned. 

What is done for one client must be done for all of our 

clients. Imagine the maze of policies and exceptions 

that would exist if the Board of Commissioners made 

exceptions on an individual basis based on the fact of 

who was requesting it. It is the responsibility of the 

Board to look at the larger picture and how our       

decisions will affect everyone in the programs and 

those who will come into the programs in the future. 

An exception made today sets a precedent for an   

exception to be made in the future. 

Our decisions should not be made based on who is 

asking, rather they should be based on the criteria of 

is it fair and equitable, and most importantly is it good 

policy. 

Kudos to the Crescent 

City Fire Department on 

Sunday evening, October 

2 for their fast and       

efficient cleanup of the 

downed tree on Crescent 

Hill.  After only one day of 

rain, this tree proves as a 

reminder to all motorists 

to take extra care while 

driving through forested 

areas.  Slow down, enjoy 

the ride but most of all be 

safe.   
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1. Pumpkin pi 

2. Tomb it may concern 

3. With a pumpkin patch 

4. A dead end 

5. Both have megabytes 

6. Lake Erie 

7. They get shudders 

8. No body to dance with 

9. Heõs always a goblin 

10. Heõs a mist 

11. Hoblin goblin 

12. A sandwitch 

13. His ghoul friend 

14. A blood vessel 

15. People are dying to get in 

16. You can see right through 

him 

17. Keep her waiting for hours 

18. When something tickles 

his funny bone 

 

Match the correct answer # to 

the joke question listed  

 below. 

___Where do ghosts go on vacation? 

___What do you call a wicked witch who lives by the sea? 

___What do you get when you divide the circumference of a jock-o-lantern by its diameter? 

___Why didn’t the skeleton dance at the Halloween party? 

___When does a skeleton laugh? 

___What kind of street does a ghost like best? 

___Who does a ghoul fall in love with? 

___How can you tell when a window is scared? 

___How do you mend a broken Jack-o-lantern? 

___How is a werewolf like a computer? 

___How do you make a witch stew? 

___What do you call a ghost with a broken leg? 

___What happens when a ghost gets lost in a fog? 

___What is a vampires favorite mode of transportation? 

___Why are there fences around cemeteries? 

___How do ghosts begin their letters? 

___How do you know if a ghost is lying? 

___Why is a ghost such a messy eater? 
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P R O G R A M  O P E R A T I O N S  D E P T —  B Y  C H A R I T Y  H U N T E R  

Required 
Documents 

Low 
Rent 

Mutual 
Help 

Down  
Payment 

Rehab/
Replacement 

Self Help 
Student 
Rental 

Elder  
Emergency  
Assistance 

Fore- 
closure  

Prevention 

Weather-
ization 

Complete 
Application X X X X X X X X X 

Release of  
Information X X X X X X X X X 

Verification  
of Income X X X X X X X X X 

Social Security 
Card X X X X X X X X X 

Tribal ID Card 
X X X X X X X X X 

Verification of 
Property  

Ownership 
   X X  X X X 

Homebuyer  
Education  
Certificate 

 X X       

Loan Pre-
Qualification   X       

Schedule &  
Transcripts      X    

Lease  
Agreement      X    

W-9 from  
Landlord      X    

Low-Income Rent: Assists families with rental housing owned 
by Yurok Indian Housing Authority. Required monthly rental 
payments are based on a maximum of 30% of the householdôs 
adjusted gross annual income.  
Student Rental Assistance: Assists full time students with up 
to $300 per month towards rent. 
Mutual Help: Provides the opportunity to achieve home  
ownership in the form of a ñLease to Ownò agreement. This 
consists of a loan at a fixed 1% interest rate.  
Down Payment Assistance: Assists families with 20% down 
payment up to $50,000.00 plus closing costs up to $5,000.00 
towards the purchase of a home. 
Rehabilitation/Replacement: A loan of up to $150,000.00 at 
1% interest to rehabilitate or replace primary residence.  
Elders 62 yrs and older receive this assistance as a grant. 

Self-Help: A loan up to $45,000.00 at 1% interest for technical 
assistance and materials to perform renovations, rehabilitation, 
and/or new construction of primary residence Elders 62 yrs 
and older receive this assistance in the form of a grant. 
Elder Emergency Assistance: Assists Tribal Elder Home-
owners (62+) with heating, air conditions, or air purification 
units, and/or with handicap improvements, as necessary. Total 
Amount cannot exceed $4,999.99  
Housing Foreclosure & Debt Relief: Assists Yurok Tribal 
Members with the ability to remain in their homes when fore-
closure actions are imminent, whether instituted by a lender for 
default on payments, or by the county for delinquent property 
taxes. A loan up to $20,000.00 at 1% interest. 
We realize this covers a lot of information and encourage you 
to give us a call or stop by the office if you have questions. 
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D E V E L O P M E N T  D E P T — B Y  T R A E  F O S D I C K  

 

Are you interested in increasing your family size by becoming a Foster Care Parent? Or 

are you already a Foster Care Parent and you are feeling that you 

can include additional children to your family size?  We can help!  

The Yurok Indian Housing Authority has a nine bedroom rental that 

would fit the needs of a growing family.  This spacious home can 

help you achieve your dream of the big family that you have always 

wanted. If you are interested in this home or have any questions 

please call Charity at 707.482.1350 ext 1007.     

Fall is a busy time for YIHA; preparing our    

elders for the cold months, and finishing all of the dry 

season construction before the rains come. With in-

ventory behind us, there is no lack of motivation to 

complete a handful of projects. 

When client’s homes are too outdated or in 

disrepair, an option we have is replacing the old home 

with a newer structure; typically, these homes are 

modulars. We currently have three home replacement 

projects, demolishing the existing structures and     

delivering an upgraded model to the existing home 

site. Two of the projects are located up-river, and the 

third is in Klamath. 

With stick constructed homes, it is often more 

efficient and economical to rehabilitate the areas of 

the home that need to be improved. We are working 

on two rehabs this month, and we just finished       

another. Two Rehabs were in Eureka, and the third in 

Orick. In Blue Lake, we are working with the historic 

society to rehab one of our clients homes which is  

protected by the NHPA (National Historic Preservation 

Act). This is an exciting project because we are not 

only restoring a client’s home, which has been a    

family asset for half a century, but restoring a key 

piece of Humboldt County History. Protecting the     

History of architecture in our region is an important 

piece of retaining our culture. 

The winter months can be harsh in our region. 

Making sure that our elders are comfortable in their 

homes is a priority project. Two clients in the Klamath 

area will be receiving new heating systems through 

our elder emergency assistance program. Keeping 

your home warm through the cold months not only 

promotes better health, but protects your home 

against moisture which can lead to many costly     

problems in the future. 

The next few months are often unpredictable. Make 

sure to get your summertime projects finished while 

good weather is still permitting.    

The one activity that unites all human beings, regardless of age, gender, religion, economic 
status or ethnic background, is that, deep down inside we each believe that  

we are excellent drivers. 
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An old Indian teacher asked students in his class to solve the following 
math problem:  òA wealthy man dies and leaves ten million dollars to his 
family. One -fifth is to go to his daughter, one -fifth is to go to his son,     

one-sixth to his brother, and the rest to his wife...                                           
now, what does each get?ó  After a very long silence in the classroom,      

Little Bald -eagle raises his hand and saysé  òA lawyer?ó 
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