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Pictured from left to right: Betty Brown-YIHA BOC Chairwoman, Leonard LaFazio-YIHA       
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Pierce Architect.  Also many thanks to Blane Cox and the Furniture Design Center in Eureka 
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Theresa James receives the keys to her 

new home from Glen Roberts-East Dis-

trict BOC Representative  
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Below: YIHA Vice-Chair Wanda 

Green presents Manuela Henry 

with the keys to her familyõs 

new home.  
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 Recently I had the chance to visit with Ethel Blake who 

beamed as she told me that at 85, she is òthe oldest 

Blake alive.ó  Ethel was raised upriver on Stevensõ 

Prairie  and began attending the Pecwan school when 

it was brand new and she was eight years old.   After 

the eighth grade, she moved to Klamath, graduated 

from Del Norte High School and then moved to Oregon 

where she attended and graduate from Chemewa.  

She moved back home to Klamath and earned her 

living by cleaning homes and babysitting.  This 

changed when a father of one of the children she 

cared for took ill and ended up in the hospital.  He 

asked that she go and work for him at his store the 

Terwer Grocery , a store that Ethel would go on to own 

and operate until she retired in 2002.  When I asked 

how she learned to be a butcher, she said that she 

just learned from watching the regular butcher, who 

hadnõt any formal training, and laughed as she re-

called her first meat cutting experience.  òAndy 

McBeth came in and said he wanted a t-bone steak 

òthis thickó holding up his thumb and index finger to 

show about an inch thickness, so I went back and 

fired up the saw and started cutting. Well, one side 

ended up this thick  (about an inch) and the other side 

ended up this thick (about 3/8 inch).ó  She said the 

next time Andy came in he said òHey Ethel, would you 

cut me up one of those wedge steaks!ó   

Ethel stays busy by 

sipping coffee or 

Pepsi and visiting 

with the locals at 

Crivelliõs and  by 

playing Pinochle 

once a week in the 

Senior Room at the 

Community Center.  

When I asked why  

the Auditorium was 

named after Henry 

Blake, she said that 

the company that 

made the gravel for 

the bypass donates 

a portion of the pro-

ceeds toward a 

community project 

òand when they asked me what I thought they could 

do, I suggested a community  room and that is how it 

came to be.  They wanted to call it the Ethel Blake 

Auditorium, but I said no, that with Henryõs name it 

would be for all of usó.  Currently Ethel is busy packing 

and getting ready for her new home to arrive.  òMy 

new home is so beautiful!  I just love it and am so ex-

cited! And I will have a view of the river!ó 

 


