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DREAMS DO COME TRUE

Ruthie Maloney is an energetic, enthusiastic
and jubilant person. Why is that? She is tickl
pink to be the new homeowner of a beautiful
house. Ruthie was born and raised in Hoopa
and is a very proud member of the Yurok Tri
She married and moved away in 1982 with hige
two children, but homesickness and the desif
to be near family brought her back in 2002.
A single mother when she returned, times wg
tough with trying to take care of a disabled s¢
a daughter, going to school full time and
making ends meet. Ruthie was a fighter and
believed that nothing is impossible to accom-
plish if you put your mind to it. She signed up
for the Student Assistance program through
YIHA and said she never would have made it
had the help not been there. By taking the
worries off of having a roof over their head, shg
was able to focus on paying off other bills
while still attending school. YIHA helped her
out through two years at College of the offered by YIHA. Through lots of ups and
Redwoods, and then through two years at  downs, miscommunications, and lots of
Humboldt State University as she obtained herpersistence' the dream of owning her own

Bachelors degree in Communicatonsanda home became a reality. R

minor in Native American Studies. Her dreamsnot been an overnight success story. | have
didn't stop there. Wanting to do great things shigeen at it for nearly 6 years to make this a
continued on to graduate school. Thenthe  reality. You have to stay on top of your
opportunity came for Ruthie to geta home  application and make sure that your
through the Down Payment Assistance prografiformation stays current at all times.
Someti mes you have t
bit by speaking up, but if you just never give
up, you will reap the benefits one day. Even
when your told fAnoo,
why and then take another road that will get
you the results that

like you, an every day person with the same
every day struggles and worries. She didn't
have inside strings to pull, no one owed her
favors. Ruthie is a prime example of how to
accomplish reaching

YIHA and my realtor for all they have done.
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makes this story so special is that Ruthie is just
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We couldn't be happier!o



