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SIERRA SERVICE PROJECT HAS ARRIVED in  KLAMATH 

Sierra Service Project (SSP) is a non-profit organization providing life-changing 

experiences through acts of service repairing homes in Native American and urban 

communities and building homes in Honduras.  They invite high school age youth and 

young adults to experience the profound power of serving people who have a culture and 

life experience different from their own.  Each summer, approximately 1,500 teenagers, 

250 adult volunteers and over 40 paid summer staff live, worship and work 

together on six different project sites.  Together, their work results 

in over 130 safer, drier and more comfortable homes.   

Where will the 2010 Native American Reservations 

summer projects take place?  

Navajo Nation, Northeastern Arizona 

Fort McDermitt Reservation, Nevada/Oregon border 

Indian Valley, Greenville, California 

Yurok Reservation, Klamath, California 

Wiyot Reservation, Loleta, California 

What kind of service work is done?  

The type of work ranges from roofing and building wheelchair 

ramps to porches and painting.    (see related article on page 7) 

SSP is all about build-
ing:  building homes, 

building communities, 

building bridges between 

people and cultures, and 

building a relationship 
with God. 
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At 88 years old, Elverna Sanderson is 

one of the kindest and most active 

Klamath community members I know.  

On Saturday nights and Sunday morn-

ings she can be found at church sing-

ing and tinkling out old rag-time gos-

pels on the piano.  Throughout the 

rest of the week she likes to go out to 

lunch, attend diabetic picnics, district 

meetings and numerous church activi-

ties.  If you attended last year’s 

Salmon Festival you may have seen 

this soft spoken delicate little elder go 

by whacking the drums for her band!  

This year you will see her as the 

―Grand Marshall.‖  She mentioned 

that she didn’t want to just ride 

along in the car either, but that she 

wants to stand up, wave and speak 

to the people in the Yurok language.  

I assumed her active and musical 

lifestyle to be the secret to her 

beauty and youthfulness, but when I 

asked Elverna to share her recipe 

for a good life, she said:  ―You just 

have to keep your blood moving.  I 

get up every morning and put on the 

music, dance around and exercise.  

It makes me happy.  She plays the 

drums, piano & keyboards everyday. 

Man and Deerskin Dance 

Hide 

 

To possess a deer hide to 

make it ceremonial like 

this, a man had to be 

born with the ability to be 

a great hunter  

in him or have a powerful 

medicine song.   

This deer hide has beautiful 

coloring.   

G E T T I N G  T O  K N O W  E L V E R N A  S A N D E R S O N  

B L A S T  F R O M  T H E  P A S T :  B Y  F R A N K  L A R A  

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T  S P O T L I G H T :  M I S S O U L A  C H I L D R E N ’ S  T H E A T R E  

 Thanks to YIHA, NCIDC & Humboldt Area Foundation, our community children 

had the opportunity to experience the art of musical theatre first hand.  Parents 

and Grandparents, friends and family members beamed with pride as their 

children sang and danced their way through four top 

notch performances of Beauty Lou and the Country 

Beast & Sleeping Beauty.  Although, as is common with 

first time projects, cast turnout was small, but one 

could not have asked for more enthusiasm or better performances.  The kids did a 

great job and should be very proud of themselves.  Thank you moms, dads, 

grandmas & grandpas for your dedication in bringing and allowing your kids/

grandkids to participate!  We hope to bring this activity to the kids again next year. 
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Fresh pineapples are 

abundant in the grocery 

store now and although 

they are delicious to eat 

plain, this dip is amazing and a rec-

ipe that has been one of my sum-

mer favorites.  Serve the pineapple 

cream with an assortment of fresh 

cubed fruit for dipping.    

Ingredients 

1 medium fresh pineapple 

1 large egg 

5 T. sugar 

1 heaping tsp flour 

2 T. fresh lemon juice 

Dash salt 

1 tsp. vanilla 

1 T. butter 

2-3 drops food color (optional) 

1/2 pint whipping cream, whipped 

Fresh fruits for dipping 

 

Directions 

Cut the top third from the pineap-

ple.  Hollow; cube all fruit for the 

tray except for one cup.  Crush the 

one cup.  Combine pineapple, egg, 

sugar, flour, lemon juice and salt in 

saucepan and cook over medium 

heat until mixture has thickened, 

stirring frequently.  Remove from 

heat and stir in vanilla and butter.  

Add yellow food coloring.  Cool 

completely in the refrigerator 

(about one hour).  Fold whipped 

cream into chilled pineapple mix-

ture and then spoon into the pine-

apple shell 

and sur-

round with 

fresh cubed 

fruit. 

 
                                                                                      

Summary: 

 

Assists residents of the Yurok Indian Housing Author-

ity by promoting tenant self-sufficiency.  Provides in-

formation concerning regulations, facilities and ser-

vices by performing the following duties.  Activities will 

include home maintenance skills training; budgeting 

and financial skills training; life skills training; job 

training, job search and placement assistance; post 

employment follow-up; and activities to support ca-

reer and education advancement and long-term      

economic self-sufficiency.   

JOB TITLE: RESIDENT SERVICES COORDINATOR 

REPORTS 

TO: 

HOUSING SERVICES MANAGER 

WORK SITE: KLAMATH, CA 

STATUS: FULL-TIME, NON-EXEMPT 

SALARY: Step 8/9/10 - $13.56 - $20.53 

BENEFITS: Health & Dental Insurance paid for                

Employee 

Register now for the next FREE class:  

Cindy Sanderson will be teaching an evening HBE class on 

Monday Aug 16 and Tuesday Aug 17.  The class will be held 

from 5:30-8pm.  Both dates are required to obtain your 

Homebuyer Education Certificate.  Funding is available for the 

Down-Payment Assistance Program and at this time, there is 

no waiting list.  If you would like to register, please call Cindy 

at  482-1506 ext 1009.  The certificate is mandatory for both 

the Down-Payment  Assistance & Mutual Help Programs.           

Take advantage of this great resource and opportunity! 

C O O K S  C O R N E R :  F R E S H  P I N E A P P L E  C R E A M  D I P  

O U T R E A C H  C A L E N D A R :  H O M E B U Y E R  E D U C A T I O N  C L A S S  

Y I H A  E M P L O Y M E N T  O P P O R T U N I T Y  
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Story 

                                                           

Those who commute to Klamath 

know how unpredictable the roads 

can be. I’m in my second month at 

YIHA in the Fiscal Dept. and have 

traveled the hills quite a few times 

now.  In the spring there was snow, 

buckets of rain on my windshield 

and fog so thick, not to mention the 

Huge Bull Elk that stands right in 

the middle of the road calling domi-

nance on my car!  All those things 

remind me of how fierce and beau-

tiful our reservation is, and how im-

portant it is to house our tribal 

members. Although getting to 

Klamath is a journey that is new to 

me, I am reminded by the smells in 

the air and it feels like fishing sea-

son when I was a child, and learn-

ing how to swim by the mouth of 

the river and that ocean air blowing 

smoke, which I love; and it feels 

good to be here. 

"The Primary Mission of the Yurok Indian Housing Au-

thority shall be to provide affordable, safe and decent 

housing to lower-income tribal members. Affordable 

housing services shall include, but not be limited to, 

rental and homeownership programs serving to in-

crease housing opportunities within our communities.  

The Yurok Indian Housing Authority shall strive to pro-

vide employment, job-training and economic develop- 

            

ment opportunities to residents and community mem-

bers in order to support the ongoing progress of the 

Primary mission.  

The Yurok Indian Housing Authority shall also strive to 

provide supportive services and resources to resi-

dents and community members to better enable their 

individual and group ventures toward self-sufficiency, 

health, stability and improved lifestyles." 

B O A R D  O F  C O M M I S S I O N E R S :  B Y  K E R R I  M A L L O Y  

F I S C A L  D E P A R T M E N T :  B Y  J A M I  M C C O V E Y  

Y U R O K  I N D I A N  H O U S I N G  A U T H O R I T Y :  M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  

COMMUTING TO KLAMATH 
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E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R ’ S  C O R N E R :  B Y  J U D I T H  M A R A S C O  

WE ARE ALL RESPONSIBLE 
 

Families who qualify for YIHA 

services meeting the income 

requirements and other require-

ments as outlined in the poli-

cies and enter into an agree-

ment, which details the obliga-

tions, the participant agrees to: 

1. Monthly payments  2. Occupy 

the home without being de-

structive or abusive  3. Refrain 

from interfering with the rights 

and peaceful occupancy of 

neighbors  4. Keep the housing 

unit clean and in good repair 5. 

Have income re-examined once 

a year.  6. Have the housing 

unit inspected as required 7. 

Comply with other conditions of 

occupancy.   

When you live up to your       

responsibil i t ies you are          

contributing to our success. 

 

SUCCESS BREEDS SUCCESS 

 

k c c e c e n e n o c - k - - h - h a r o h 

k n h e p - h e k u n e k p o h c - r c e w 

r t e w l e e m - c e m p r t r e e e k e t 

e w e h - t y c k k w e e e e h h e h e h h 

r w - e e - ' h ' w r k e y e e r y h e p w 

e n s m e u - e k r u e - o - e c Ω e c t Ω 

e l h e h e w r c e - r - w n l e o h w o e 

- k o - e - e - - k e - h s o e e u e e l h 

w e - t o h h k e w k - r e h c e e k e l u 

c r n e c e l w t h e e Ω h n k Ω e Ω h p a 

u n e k e p - e w k e e c h e r k w e - n p 

p u e - l e e k m e h l n e r - k w e e c h 

e e r h k k m - a r e h n h - c - h ' h e e 

m e e t e a e w e y w e c m m ' k r e w r - 

e e - - h r h - r e r t - a e - w e e k c n 

- h g y h e g k e - - Ω c p r w g e - r - h 

h h o e h o e e k - h e - r - - k e a o r h 

- e h w h e h w r o o h e e e e r - ' h - e 

k o - - t e e ' - n o ' k e e c h e r k w - 

h h o u t e e ' - n o h h e k e n - s e k n 

- h h h c e e w k - r e n h c e e k e o h - 

o ' k h r n r e k r - e h y w k e h - - t c 

cherkw (to jump) 

cher-kwek (I jump) 

cher-kwem (you jump) 

noh-pe'-wehl (sing heavy song) 

tee'-noh (who is) 

tee-noh ner-mer-ee (who is singing) 

hu-wey-th-ket-em (get up) 

hey'-wehl-em (wake up) 

keet wer-yerch (it's going to be last 
dance) 

chue kee ner-kweech (come dance) 

tee'-no' kee cherkw    (who is going to 
jump in the middle) 

ne kep-ew kee cherkw  (my grandson 
is going to jump in the middle) 

kee cher-kwek  (I'm going to jump in 
the middle) 

keech ner-kweech (they're dancing 
brush dance) 

pue-leek mehl ner-kweech  (they're 
dancing brush dance downriver) 

mey-ƭŜŜΩ όōǊǳǎƘ ŘŀƴŎŜύ 

e-ƪŀȅǊΩ όƴŜŎƪƭŀŎŜύ 

ser-rach (quiver) 

e-kah (cap) 

chee-sho-nee re-goh-oh (morning 
feathers) 

re-goh-oh (dance feather) 

W O R D  P U Z Z L E — F I N D  Y U R O K  W O R D S  U S E D  A T  A  B R U S H  D A N C E  
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G E T T I N G  O R G A N I Z E D — P A R T  2  

 

Last month we talked about sorting your belongings into five different boxes: Trash, Put Away, Mystery, Pass 

On and Fix it.  The Fix it and Mystery boxes can be placed in an out of the way place until you have time to go 

through them.  Chances are that you will eventually decide that they are really Trash or Pass On, but for now, 

set them aside.  For the moment, we will focus on putting things away. 

When you can’t find things that are useful or even valuable, it’s like not having them at all.  In this step, you’ll 

work with your Put Away box.  Remember that putting stuff away is a habit that can be formed.  Start today.  

When you take something out, put it back where you found it.  It’s worth the extra steps.  When you see 

something lying around, ask, where does this belong?‖ and put it there now,  if it doesn’t have a place, put it 

in your Mystery box.   

As you’re putting things away, think about the principle of prime real estate,  

the storage closest to where you spend the most time and engage in most of 

your activities is prime real estate, and it has the most value.  Put the things 

you use most often there.  By moving something to where he task is done, you 

activate it.  Secondary storage is for stuff you use, but not every day.  The deep 

freeze is for rarely used items such as seasonal stuff or tax records.  Be careful of 

this one, though.  It can become a clutter trap all too easily.  Remember, the key 

word to keep uppermost in our mind is use.  If you only think you might use it, 

don’t store it at all.  Put it in the Mystery box or part with it altogether. 

―But where do I put it when I put it away?‖ You ask.  For now, we’re looking at general principles.  When 

looking for places for things, here are some important principles to remember: 

 Get stuff in the general area where it will be most useful.  If you found golf balls in the kitchen junk 

drawer, put them with the golf clubs.  If the hair dryer somehow ended up in the living room, make sure it 

finds its way back to the bathroom. 

 Choose containers that are uniform and covered.  Units with drawers are generally better than those 

that stack, because stacked boxes have to be moved if you’re to get to the ones on the bottom.  Make sure 

labels will stick to them. 

 Make sure the location and containers will keep your valuable stuff safe from the Destroyers.  Who or 

what are the Destroyers?  If you’re a clutterer, you know them intimately, I’m sure.  They’re dust and dirt, 

moisture, sunlight, and pests.  Pests include insects and vermin, and even domestic animals can do damage.  

Something valuable stored poorly can become junk overnight.  When 

creating space for the things you’re keeping, see if you can add: 

Shelves, Inserts (step shelves, drawer inserts), Racks, Poles, Hooks, Pegboards, 

Containers, Carts on wheels.  Add getting these items or doing these 

projects to your master list and move on.  When considering storage, also 

consider how easy the container or storage unit itself will be to keep clean. 

Hopefully, this has provided you with enough information for you to begin 

bringing organization to your home.  You will be surprised how easy it is 

to keep your home clean and enjoyable once each article has a place to 

live.  And don’t be afraid to use spaces in unconventional ways i.e. just 

because you have a linen closet, doesn’t mean that the only thing that can be stored there are linens.  I store 

my linens in a cedar lined armoire and utilize my linen closet as storage space for all my office items & 

supplies.   

Happy Organizing!  For more articles, tips and ideas visit www.onlineorganizing.com 

Oops! 

Beware of saving things 

for garage sales.  They 

either end up 

accumulating in the 

garage or find their way 

back into the house again!  

Amazing Space 

When you’ve got stuff in 

your hands, recite, 

―Don’t put it down,.  Put 

it away!‖  Make it your 

mantra.  Away means in 

its place or in one of the 

five boxes (from part 1). 

Excerpts taken from The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Organizing Your Life 
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Week 1—Corona United Methodist Church-(UMC) Corona, CA/Puyallup UMC-Puyallup, WA/San Diego First 

UMC-San Diego 

Week 2—Emmanuel Presbyterian Church-West Linn, OR/Faith Episcopal-Cameron Park, CA/St. Mark’s UMC-

San Diego, CA/Trinity UMC-Berkeley, CA/Valley Springs UMC-Valley Springs, CA 

Week 3— Central UMC-Stockton, CA/Foothills UMC-Rescue, CA/Good Samaritan UMC-   Cupertino, CA/St. 

Mark’s UMC-Sacramento, CA 

Week 4—Lafayette UMC-Lafayette, CA/Laguna Beach UMC-Laguna Beach, CA/Ridgecrest UMC-Ridgecrest, CA 

Week 5—Aldersgate UMC-Chico, CA/Hillsdale UMC-San Mateo, CA/Rancho Cordova UMC-Rancho Cordova, 

CA/St. Mark’s UMC Sacramento, CA/Walnut Creek UMC-Walnut Creek, CA 

Week 6—Asbury UMC-Livermore, CA/Eugene 1st Congregational Church-Eugene, OR/Half Moon Bay Commu-

nity UMC-Half Moon Bay, CA/Rolling Hills UMC-Rolling Hills Estate, CA/St. Andrew’s UMC-Santa Maria, CA/

Walteria UMC-Torrance, CA 

For more info: Sierra Service Project PO Box 992 Carmichael, CA.  95609 (916)488-6441 

S I E R R A  S E R V I C E  P R O J E C T — C O N T I N U E D  

Meet Construction Staffers (pictured left to right): Gus Pohl (21), David Henrioulle (19) & Nicole Aragon(21).  

They will be in Klamath for six-weeks to help supervise and work with the rotation of volunteers.  Gus is from 

Half Moon Bay, attends UCLA and majors in Astro-Physics.  This is his third year as a ―staffer‖ with SSP and he 

likes that this program offers him the ability to live in a new 

community, experience new challenges and meet new people.  

David is from Foster City and is in his 3rd year at UC San Diego 

where he majors in Math and Economics.  This is his third summer 

with SSP and he admires the work the program offers and is happy 

that as a staffer, he is now able to give back to the volunteers.  

Nicole is from Garden Grove and recently graduated from Viola with 

a degree in Inter-Cultural Studies.  Now that she has graduated 

from school, and will have to enter the ―real world‖ of work, her 

summers of volunteering may have come to an end, for now.      

SIERRA SERVICE PROJECT MISSION CHURCH GROUPS REPRESENTED: 

 

Greg Mattis, age 19 is from Ridgecrest, CA (Mojave desert) and is part of the kitchen 

staff team that prepares all the daily meals, at the Klamath Methodist Church, for the 

SSP volunteers.  All had been going well until last Tuesday, when Greg was surprised 

by an unexpected visitor.  While preparing dinner, Greg heard a noise coming from the 

next room.  As he was expecting additional kitchen help, he didn’t think anything of it 

until nobody came in to help him.  Greg looked around the corner to see who was 

making all the noise and came almost nose to nose with a black bear.  Greg spun 

around, locked himself into the church restroom, called 911 and then called another 

SSP volunteer from his cell phone to come and rescue him.  Public Safety Police Chief 

Thorin McCovey arrived to help Greg, but by then, the bear had already left the 

building.  McCovey said the bear was about 8’ tall.  Thankfully, the bear did not eat the 

volunteers dinner, but it did claw up the window trim throughout the church sanctuary.        
Klamath Welcome 



Phone: 707-482-1506 

Fax: 707-482-3117 

E-mail: 
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This 85 year old man was out fishing one day and he heard a voice that said ―Pick me up!‖  He looked all 

around and didn’t see anything and thought he was dreaming.  He heard it again ―Pick me up!‖  He looked 

down and saw a frog on the ground.  He said in amazement ―Are you talking to me?‖  The frog said ―Yes, pick 

me up and kiss me, and I’ll turn into a beautiful bride!‖ He quickly picked the frog up 

and put it into his front pocket.  The frog said ―Hey, what are you doing?  I said kiss me 

and I’ll turn into a beautiful bride!‖ The man said ―No thanks, at my age I would rather 

have a talking frog!‖ 

HAPPY JULY BIRTHDAY TO YIHA TENANTS:  

Andrea Peters, Skip Lowry, Dustin Beaty, Daniel McQuillen, Presley 

Harmen, Jamyelynn Norris, Cliff Moorehead, Damian Escalera, 

Brett Crutchfield, Wilfred Ferris, Gerald McCovey, Dakota 

Griesbach, Landon Madison, Myrna Hill, Tenayah Norris, Gilberto 

Escobar, Amanda Wilson, Leroy Bean, Myriah Lehto, Marion 

Martin, Kayah Norris -Lawhon, Makailee Scott, Darrian Baker, 

Joseph Dickey, Randy Thompson, Nakieda Nova, Misty Sternberg, 

Brook Sanderson, Joseph James, Noo -Me -Koy James, Bobby Cobb, 

Juanita Williams, Laura Trimble, Morgan Clayburn, Kathleen Vigil 

& Justin Morris  

I N D I A N  H U M O R  

15540 HWY 101 

Klamath, CA 

95548-9351 

Mon-Fri. 8:30AM– 

5:00PM 


