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long time. It is YIHAõs prior-

ity  to whittle down this list 

as quickly and efficiently 

as possible, with the em-

phasis being on projects 

for our Elders. We wel-

come the new staff and 

look forward to seeing the 

productivity and hard work 

that is sure to come! 

Yurok Indian Housing Au-

thority beefs up its Force 

Account crew to take on, 

and tackle, the 50+ pro-

jects waiting to be com-

pleted. On May 27th we 

interviewed 18 individuals, 

of which we hired two new 

lead carpenters, an Inven-

tory/delivery clerk, a land-

scaper, and six construc-

tion worker/laborers. This 

will give us a total of four 

lead carpenters, who each 

have a crew of two work-

ers, to take on the task of 

cranking out the jobs that 

have been long overdue in 

getting some much 

needed attention. John 

Safford, who was recently 

promoted to Development 

Director, along with his 

Construction Superinten-

dent ,Shawn Korb and 

Project Manager, Leonard 

LeFazio, are excited about 

the addition and are hot 

on getting the men out 

into the field and knocking 

these projects off, one at a 

time, until they are all 

completed. Granted, the 

list grows on a weekly 

basis, but as we all know, 

some of these projects 

have been waiting for a 

Yurok Indian Housing Au-

thority welcomes the large 

infectious smile of Kerri 

Malloy, the newest member 

of the YIHA Board of Com-

missioners. Kerri joins us to 

represent the South Dis-

trict, replacing Sherrie 

Reece. He lives in Eureka 
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with his 2 dogs, homing 

pigeons and luscious vege-

table garden. Born in Pine 

Ridge, SD, his parents de-

cided to move back to the 

land they grew up on, and 

brought 6 year old Kerri 

back home. For the past 29 

years, this has been home. 
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Our Local Joe this month is 

Arlen Charles. Born and 

raised right here in 

Klamath, July 14th, 1936, 

he has lived most his life 

here on the reservation. 

Arlen recalls the early days 

of his youth when the 

Yurok Language was pre-

dominant. Back then, he 

also spoke fluently but 

sadly lost the ability as the 

Yurok tongue slowly faded 

with time. He remembers 

the days when he used to 

clean up Wesõs Bar after 

hours, in the oleõ Town 

site, or when he would 

work down at the docks, 

collecting tips from tour-

ists. Arlen spent many a 

day fishing the Klamath 

river for candle and surf 

fish, both of which are 

pretty much gone from our 

waters. He chuckled as he 

painted a verbal picture of 

how the river would be so 

full of salmon it appeared 

that you could walk from 

boat to boat atop their 

backs. At night, they would 

gather beneath the old 

bridge around a camp fire, 

singing songs and enjoying 

the end of another long 

day. When asked, if there 

was one thing he could 

bring back from those 

days to now, Arlen replied, 

òNothingó. He said, òTime 

passes, you have to adapt. 

Life changes everyday and 

you have to learn to 

change with it.ó Arlen is 72 

years old, and still 

punches the time clock for 

YIHA five days a week.   

òItõs just another dayó. 

provide support and technical 

assistance for the develop-

ment of such programs, and 

the conservation and preser-

vation of historic and archeo-

logical sites and resources. 

Our Native people and most 

importantly our youth are 

sacred and deserve to be 

proud of their culture, heri-

tage, traditions, languages 

and ancestors. We want our 

people to succeed in all as-

pects of an integrated life, 

This months spotlight is on 

NCIDC. The Northern Califor-

nia Indian Development Coun-

cil, Inc. is a private nonprofit 

corporation that annually 

provides services to 14,000 

to 15,000 clients statewide. 

NCIDC was established in 

1976 to research, develop 

and administer social and 

economic development pro-

grams designed to meet the 

needs of Indian and Native 

American Communities; to 

work, family, spirituality, so-

cial relations, physical well 

being and cultural pride. 

NCIDC will provide resources 

and services to assist Ameri-

can Indians to meet these 

goals. For More information 

on NCIDC, you can visit them 

on the web at www.ncidc.org , 

or contact them at:           

NCIDC - Eureka Branch                               

241 F Street                  

Eureka, California           

95501           (707) 445-8451 
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child born is a precious gift of our 

Creator. It is our sacred trust to 

embrace children from all walks of 

life because we are part of the same 

family. We pray that children will 

honor and respect their elders-that is 

where the wisdom comes from. This 

respect will not allow forgotten 

elders.  

We are all equal, with each having 

our own special gift to contribute. 

These values allow our youth to 

become leaders and workers in our 

society. Children, you are our future 

and our hope for the people. Stand 

and be courageous. We pray to 

learn and use the wisdom of all that 

has come before us, to achieve 

personal successes and to contribute 

to those of others. Only when our 

young ones learn respect for every-

thing can they evolve.  

To the 7th Generation  

- Survive  

- Keep hopes and dreams  

- Take care of yourself  

- Remember your spirit  

- Be there for each other  

- Respect courage  

- Share knowledge  

- Always keep learning  

- Remember your true values  

B L A S T  F R O M  T H E  P A S T 

Wisdom from our Elders 

As we stand before the dawn of a 

new millennium, we pray for Amer-

ica's survival, our survival. We pray 

that we will be given strength by the 

Creator to follow the footsteps of 

our forefathers to share our love, 

respect and compassion for one 

another. There is good in everyone 

because the Creator has put a little 

of Himself in all of us. We pray for 

forgiveness for the pain and suffer-

ing we have caused one another. 

We pray that our children will not 

repeat our mistakes. We pray that 

we can respect the diversity of 

America; all life is sacred. Every 
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