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ready for placement. Then con-

tractors and pilot cars have to be 

hired and a time set that the trailer 

can be moved. Before the actual 

move, Caltrans, PG&E and Veri-

zon all have to be coordinated for 

the moving of power poles, phone 

lines and sections of highway that 

need to be strategically maneu-

vered in order to get the trailer to 

its destination. Getting all these 

organizations booked for a speci-

fied day can prove to be a chal-

lenge in itself. Once the date is 

set, unforeseen obstacles arise 

along the way such as the grade of 

a road being to steep for the 

length of the trailer, roads and 

bridges being to narrow, corners 

to sharp, k-rails needing to be 

moved, etc. After many man 

hours and hard labor, the trailer 

finally reaches its destination 

where it is ready to begin the set-

up procedure. We appreciate the 

patience and understanding of our 

clients as this process can be tedi-

ous and time consuming. Regard-

less of the headaches it takes to 

move these beasts, YIHA delivers 

and gets the job done. Thank you 

Leonard for all your hard work! 

YIHA received 13 FEMA trailers to grant to 

qualified tribal members. This process appears 

easy from the outside looking in... receive the 

unit from FEMA, move it to new location, set it 

up, then move in. Easy righté WRONG! Mov-

ing these trailers from one place to another 

takes lots of time and energy from a multitude 

of sources. Before moving the unit, the location 

the trailer is being placed has to be prepared. 

Bulldozers and backhoes have to get the pad 
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Our Local Joe this 

month is Glen Roberts 

of Hoopa. Glen was 

born on the reservation 

in 1935 and raised in 

the village of Wasek, at 

Martins Ferry. He spoke 

of the days past when 

the people were more 

about being there for 

one another then how 

they seem today, out for 

themselves. People 

were òfriendlier, every-

body shared, and the 

elders were remem-

beredó and made sure 

their needs were met. 

Nowadays, there is òno 

compromise, when be-

fore we used to work 

together, myself in-

cludedó. Kids now days 

complain about being 

bored and having noth-

ing to do. When I was a 

kid, òI would take the 

boat across the river, 

atop the rapids, walk 

through the woods for 

miles hunting with 

friends, but not before 

the cows were milked 

and the chickens were 

fed. There was always 

something to doó. One 

childhood highlight was 

when oranges and 

grapefruit were deliv-

ered to the one room 

schoolhouse. òIt was a 

kinder, gentler time.ó 

comes in monthly pay-

ments and are used for 

essential needs such as 

shelter, food, and utili-

ties. You must apply for 

services from the state or 

county before you may 

receive Yurok Tribe 

General Assistance. We 

may be able to assist in 

the interim period if you 

The Yurok Tribeôs Gen-

eral Assistance Program is 

available to all Federally 

recognized Tribal Mem-

bers residing within the 

service area. You must be 

unemployable, have lim-

ited or no income and are 

not eligible for other pub-

lic assistance such as 

AFDC or SSI. Assistance 

can provide documenta-

tion that you have an 

application pending with 

another program. You 

may pick up an applica-

tion at any Yurok Tribal 

Office:                    

Yurok Tribal Offices: 

707-482-1350             

707-444-0433             

530-625-4130 
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Redwood plank houses 

were used by Native 

Americans in North West-

ern California. Long be-

fore hammers and nails 

arrived, these homes 

were slashed together by 

thick heavy grapevines. 

The hole drilled into the 

large beam is where a 

rope vine was used to 

drag the heavy wood 

back to the homes loca-

tion. Most of these homes 

were small in size with 

roofs able to be removed 

for ceremonial dances. 

This house is on the larger 

side. The rocking chair, 

Navajo blanket and mod-

ern clothing, especially 

the blue velvet were big 

deals back then.  

By Frank Lara 
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