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crews enter a home to prepare for a 

ñunit turnò (where one tenant leaves 

and the home is readied for a new ten-

ant), nearly 90% of the time, itôs not a 

simple clean up. Instead the average is 

a moderate to major repair before clean 

up can even begin. We often have to 

haul garbage by the truck loads to the 

dump, fix holes in walls, rip up carpet 

that isnôt very old, replace blinds, fix 

broken windows and doors, and even 

send exterminators to take care of pests 

that moved in due to the filth left be-

hind. Our renters can range from zero 

The Yurok Indian Housing Authorities Low Rent 

program is designed to provide homes, based on 

income, to those tribal members who meet neces-

sary requirements. We understand that not all 

individuals can afford to purchase a home at this 

time, therefore we provide rental units with the 

anticipation that one day, the family will be able 

to obtain homeownership. This is a good thingé 

or is it? We provide these beautiful homes, com-

plete with appliances, woodstoves, safety features 

where needed, etc, and yet when our maintenance YIHA Board of  
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rent (due to income) to 30% of income a month 

for homes that on the open market would easily 

rent for well over $1000. Where is the pride and 

appreciation for the gift that is being given? The 

cost involved in re-doing these homes over and 

over again is a waste compared to putting it into 

homes that tribal members will appreciate. So 

what can we do about this problem? We get 

tougher on the policies and stricter on the rules. 

Its unfortunate that the few who are responsible 

have to go by the same guidelines, but a line has 

to be drawn somewhere. YIHA isnôt into wasting 

money, we are into providing homes to those who 

want and need them, and who will take pride in 

what they have. With tribal member help, we can 

accomplish just that. 



I had the wonderful pleas-

ure of meeting Rachel 

Knight for this months 

òLocal Joeó. Born January 

10, 1910 in Weitchpec, 

Rachel recalled the long 

walk to school down at 

Martins Ferry, but laughed 

when she said she was 

lucky to have a donkey 

that would give her a ride 

half-way. When asked why 

only half way, she laughed 

with that far away look of 

transporting back in time 

to those days, and said, 

òbecause thatõs when he 

would decide it was time 

to graze and would buck 

me offó. Rachel shared 

stories of her Grand-

mother, who was a power-

ful medicine woman, of 

how she had broken her 

leg at a very young age 

and it never quite healed 

correctly, of moving to 

Hollywood and picking 

beans, to moving to San 

Francisco where she 

worked for the Russian 

Embassy walking dogs. On 

one of these walks, an 

officer stopped her in the 

Golden Gate Park, inquiring 

about the dogs. This man 

became her husband. Ra-

chel has two daughters and 

one son, and several grand/

great-grand-children.  When 

asked how things compared 

now, to the way they were 

years ago, Rachel replied, 

òItõs the sameð expensive.ó 

Rachel will be 100 years old 

in a few short months. She 

was a pure joy to visit and 

the Staff here at YIHA want 

to wrap her in our warmest 

thoughts  of pride and admi-

ration. 

keep American Indian 

children with American 

Indian families. NICWA 

improves the lives of 

American Indian children 

and families  by helping 

tribes and other service 

providers implement 

services that are cultur-

ally competent, commu-

nity -based, and focused 

on the strengths and 

assets of families. This 

The National Indian Child 

Welfare Association 

(NICWA) works to ad-

dress the issues of child 

abuse and neglect 

through training , re-

search , public policy , and 

grassroots community 

development. NICWA also 

works to support compli-

ance with the Indian Child 

Welfare Act of 1978 

(ICWA) , which seeks to 

work includes collaborat-

ing with tribal and urban 

Indian child welfare pro-

grams to increase their 

service capacity, en-

hancing tribal -state rela-

tionships, and providing 

training, technical assis-

tance , information ser-

vices  and alliance build-

ing.                           

For more information call 

(503) 222 -4044  
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Surf Fishing along the California coast : 

This photo of Leslie Johnny surf fishing 

on Luffenholtz beach in Trinidad, with a 

net hand made by his mother Mamie 

Ryan, was taken sometime in the early 

1950õs. She cut the poles, and hand 

made the net herself, as was often 

done in those days.  The surf fish were 

then sun dried for winter storage. 
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