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ered and before the project could 

move forward lawfully, two 

months passed while YIHA per-

sonnel waited for the State EPA 

& County Health agencies to 

sign off that the tank was dealt 

with properly. Additional costs 

began to pile up for unexpected 

testing and depending on the 

contents of what is found, the 

cost of disposing of it. Once that 

was accomplished, the project 

picked up speed and the old 

home was replaced with a FEMA 

trailer and a brand new garage. 

The project is in its final stages 

of completion and will soon be a 

comfortable and safe place for 

yet another tribal member to call 

home. 

One of the questions we often 

hear at YIHA is, ñWhat is taking 

so long?ò Some projects seem to 

take forever to reach completion. 

As reported in previous articles 

there are a number of reasons that 

tend to slow progress down. One 

of the many obstacles that cause 

this delay is called inadvertent 

discovery. This is when items are 

found on or under ground that can 

not be touched until the appropri-

ate actions are taken to resume 

with the project. As in the case of 

the photos to the right, an under-

ground storage tank was discov-
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Our local Joe this month 

is Orick districts own 

Blanche Blankenship. 

Born at the old Trinity 

Hospital on March 16, 

1917, Blanche says that 

growing up and living in 

the valley has been a 

wonderful experience. 

Raised on a dairy farm, 

the girls in the family did 

the household chores, 

while the boys tended to 

the outdoors. Before large 

companies came into the 

area, many of the small 

dairy farmers sold their 

milk to a local cheese fac-

tory. Blanche recalls how 

the community was filled 

with a variety of nationali-

ties such as Swiss, Danish, 

Italian, Portuguese and 

Native American. ñI don't 

remember any discrimina-

tion. We were a tight knit 

community where every-

one worked together and 

helped each other out. 

Blanche is a graduate of 

Humboldt University and 

became a teacher during 

the days not many women 

accomplished such goals. 

When asked of differences 

and similarities between 

current times and the past 

she says, ñTechnology is 

the biggest change, but the 

giving hearts of the people 

remains the same.ò 

funding from the Stu-

art Foundation, at 

which time there were 

12 local programs in 

California. In 2004 

there are 40 CASA 

programs serving 41 

of Californiaôs 58 

counties. The vision of 

CASA of Del Norte is 

that all children will 

live in a safe and se-

cure environment. 

In 1986, the California 

CASA Association 

was started as an in-

formal gathering by 

the directors of pro-

grams from the San 

Francisco Bay area as 

a means of providing 

peer support and shar-

ing information and 

concerns. California 

CASA was formalized 

in 1988 with core 

G E T T I N G  T O  K N O W  O U R  L O C A L  J O E S -  B Y  J O D I  

C O M M U N I T Y  S E R V I C E S  S P O T L I G H T ï C A S A  F O R  C H I L D R E N  

A favored team sport among 

Natives of the Northcoast is 

the ñTosselò or stick games. 

This is a game of endurance 

and strength in which men 

and boys of all ages use 

sticks to throw a "tossel", 

which consists of two 

wooden blocks attached by a 

cord, across the opposing 

goal lines despite the very 

physical interference of the 

other team. The rules are 

simple, make the goal any 

way that you can. One tribal 

member laughed at the 

memory of a woman run-

ning out onto the field and 

knocking an opponent over 

the head with a bean pot 

because the opponents were 

getting to rough with her 

son. If given the chance, 

don't miss out on either par-

ticipating in one of these 

events, or at the very least, a 

B L A S T  F R O M  T H E  P A S T - B Y  F R A N K  L A R A   

Page 2 Y I H A  N E W S L E T T E R 

CASA of Del Norte 

will support and assist 

children in the juve-

nile dependency pro-

gram by providing 

well-trained volun-

teers to advocate ob-

jectively in the childôs 

best interest. For more 

info. call 707-464-

3320. Or call the 

Humboldt chapter at 

707-443-3197. 

http://www.casadn.org/volunteer.cfm
http://www.casadn.org/volunteer.cfm

